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May is a busy month. The school year is ending, kids are excited for a
break, but the teachers probably more so, and vacations are in the works. There are
two holidays that we celebrate, which are Mother’s Day on the 11th and Memorial
Day on the 26th.

There are two different holidays that are centered around the military that
are highly recognized by the public: Memorial Day and Veteran’s Day. The differ-
ence between the two are the Memorial Day is in recognition of those who served
and are no longer with us and it also is a reminder of those who gave their lives on
the front line. Veteran’s Day is to recognize those who are no longer serving but
still with us.

I have members of my family who have served in different branches of the
military. However, nothing struck me harder than when a few years ago, when |
was serving in another church and a group of youth and I went to Washington DC
on a mission trip. On the free day that we had, we were able to go see some of the
memorials. We were able to see Arlington Cemetery, Washington Monument, Lin- *
&Y coln Monument, and ones that were for specific wars that we fought in. IRk

Yet, nothing was as powerful as seeing the Tomb of the Unnamed Soldier. *® e * *
This is a memorial that helps us remember that not everyone that fights and loses *
their life is accounted for. Even as you approach the Tomb, it has a mesmerizing
aura. As you approach, you feel like you need to hold your breath. You hear every
step the soldier is taking. The clicks of his/her heals they do their turn. When it is
time for the soldiers to change, it is one of the most remarkable and heart felt mo-
ments [ have experienced. You can feel the honor that is in the air. If you have
every read anything about what it takes to become a soldier for the Tomb, then you
realize how much of an honor it truly is to be one. They train for 2 years so that
they can get every thing perfect. From the buttons on their uniform and making
sure they are always in a straight line to making sure they walk just right. Watch-
ing videos do not to justice to seeing it in person.

I am tall when I am young
and short when I’'m old.

So to all members of the military and their families who have lost a loved
one to war, we want to thank you for your service and allowing your loved one to
fight for our freedom with the ultimate cost. God Bless America.
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Wednesdays at 10:00am in the
Fellowship Hall!

On Wednesday mornings at 10am, Ruth Leslie leads a Bible study. They
are now in the Book of Romans. This book was written by the Apostle
Paul. It is a very deep book and has a great deal to teach us on how we

should live our daily lives. If you aren’t busy, please feel free to join this

Bible Study on Wednesday mornings in the Fellowship Hall. We would

love to see you!

12 For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it pene-
trates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow, it judges the thoughts and attitudes
of the heart.

Hebrews 4:12

aving d

it

\NereH

Session meeting will be

on May 11. A reminder

that it has been moved

back a week.

On May 4, we will be hav-

ing a cookout following We will be serving
worship. This will be the communion on May 11
last fellowship dinner until during worship.

the fall. So, you don’t want
to miss out!




MAY DEVOTION

“She is clothed with strength and dignity, she can laugh at the days to come."
Proverbs 31:25

Some of you have known me for a long time and I don’t know if you believe me when I say that I
never initially intended on being a mother. In fact, I asked my husband, “What if I don’t want to have kids?
Is that a deal breaker?” Will really wanted to have at least one child. I believe part of that had to do with
the fact that his sister would never have children. So, Will wanted to make sure to give his parents at least
one grandchild.

Through many ups and downs of trying to get pregnant and then finally becoming pregnant, I saw
the eyes in my husband light up. In today’s world, it seems to be less common to not know what you are
going to have. We didn’t want to know. So, we had both gender names picked out and the room was gen-
der neutral. When our child was born, the excitement of it being a boy was intoxicating. It was a family
tradition on Will’s side that the boys were named after the grandpa’s and we followed suit. We name our
son Thomas Bryan after Will’s and my dad.

Being around children my entire life, I had a greater understanding of what it meant to be a parent
then Will did. We have some great memories of Will and Thomas together that will forever be cherished.
But being a mother is something that I realize not everyone is meant to be, and that is ok. Knowing limita-
tions of yourself is a good thing. You can also be an aunt to all the children you want. Sometimes that can
be the most important job because kids need to have another trusted adult in their lives other than their par-
ents they can talk to about things that they don’t want to talk with their parents about.

While it was not my original thought of getting married and having a child, there is no way I would
take anything back. I am so fulfilled being a mother. Being able to watch my child grow up and act just
like his dad in so many ways help me to know that Will isn’t truly gone. If I wouldn’t have had a child, I
would only have memories. Now I get to watch my son grow, and know that Will is sill a part of his life. I
get to share with Thomas how much he was like his daddy so that he can still now him. And it also allows
Will’s spirit to be part of our lives.

Bonnie Ratcliff

Answer: A Candle
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Do you have something that you want to have in
the newsletter? It can be a celebration or just
something you want to spread to everyone.

Is there something that you would like to see in the
newsletter? Recently, the daily Bible readings
were added. One of the great things about this
newsletter is that is can evolve with the congrega-
tion and its needs.

Finally, if you know of someone who isn’t getting
the newsletter, either via email or USPS, and they
should be getting one, please let Bonnie know. She
will gladly add them to the list.

You can contact her by email: auburnpre-
schurch@gmail.com.

17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.

1 Timothy 1:17
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Schedule for April
Apr. 6 Malykai/Shiloah
Apr. 13 Ashlynn
Apr. 20 D'Wayne
Apr. 27 Jade

May. 4 Mary

We are in a month of transition and breathing as
we have finished the Joy in Chaos Bible Study. In
June and July, take a ride in the book of Prov-
erbs. While it 1s full of great pearls of wisdom, it
1s full of other intriguing and interesting sayings as
well. Joimn us on the 4th Thursdays in June and
July at 6pm.

Proverbs

Fool-proof Your Life




During the month of May, the children and youth will be taking a break from
Wednesday night gathering. There are just so many things that are already happen-
ing that I feel it is easier on the parents and youth if we don't meet. Take time to
enjoy Mother's Day and the end of the school year!

However, during June and July, we will be meeting on Wednesday during the day.
There will be more information coming out in the mail, so be on the look out. T am so
excited for this summer!

Dont jorget to wirh your mom,
or mother figure a very Happy
Mother’s Day on May 1th. Moth-
erd are Hpecial people Who Will-
ingly gave up Ho mach jor Their
chifdren, and they wouldn ¥
change anything or the wor(d.
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Daily Scripture Readings

May 2 May 3 May4 May 5
Psalm 30 Psalm 30 Psalm 30 Acts 9:1-6 Psalm 121
Isa 5:11-17 Isa 6:1-4 Gen 18:1-8 Psalm 30 Ez 1:1-25
Rev 3:14-22 Rev. 4:1-11 Lk 14:12-14 Rev 5:11-14 Acts 9:19b-31
Jn 21:1-19
May 6 May 7 May 8 Mayo May 10
Psalm 121 Psalm 121 Psalm 23 Psalm 23 Psalm 23
Ez 1:26-2:1 Isa 6:1-8 Ez 11:1-25 Ez 20:39-44 Ez 28:25-26
Acts 26:1-18 Lk 5:1-11 Rev 5:1-10 Rev 6:1-7:4 Lk 12:29-32
May 11 May 12 May 13 May 14 May 15
Acts 9:36-43 Psalm 100 Psalm 100 Psalm 100 Psalm 148
Psalm 23 Ez 37:15-28 Ez 45:1-9 Jer 50:17-20 Ez 2:8-11
Rev 7:9-17 Rev 15:1-4 Acts 9:32-35 Jn 10:31-42 Rev. 10:1-11
Jn 10:22-30
May 16 May 17 May 18 May 19 May 20
Psalm 148 Psalm 148 Acts 11:1-18 Psalm 133 Psalm 133
Dan 7:13-14 Dan 727 Psalm 148 1 Sam 20:1-23; 35-42 2 Sam 1:4-27
Rev 11:15 Rev 11:16-19 Rev 21:1-16 Acts 11:19-26 Acts 11:27-30
Jn 13:31-25
May 21 May 22 May 23 May 24 May 25
Psalm 133 Psalm 67 Psalm 67 Psalm 67 Acts 16:9-15
Lev 19:9-18 Pro 2:1-5 Pro 2:6-8 Pro 2:9-15 Psalm 67
Lk 10:25-28 Acts 15 :36-41 Acts 16:1-8 Lk 19:1-10 Rev 21:10, 22:1-5
Jn 14:23-29
May 26 May 27 May 28 May 29 May 30
Psalm 93 Psalm 93 Psalm 93 Ascension of the Lord Psalm 97
1 Chron 12:16-22 2 Chron 15:1-15 2 Chron34:20-33 Acts 1:1-11 Ex 33:12-17
Rev 21:5-14 Rev 21:15-22 Lk 2:25-38 Psalm 47 Rev 22:6-9
Eph 1:15-23
Lk 24:44-53
May 31 June 1 June 2 June 3 June 4
Psalm 97 Acts 16:16-34 Psalm 29 Psalm 29 Psalm 29
Ex 33:18-23 Psalm 97 Ex 40:16-38 2 Chron 5:2-14 Ez 3:12-21
Jn 1:14-18 Rev 22:12-14, 16-17, Acts 16:35-40 Acts 26:19-29 Lk 9:18-27
20-21
Jn 17:20-26




In the news...

Auburn History Students Place In
Top Four At District Contest at PSC

About 54 Auburn Public
Schools students attended the
District History Day Contest
at Peru State College Wednes-
day, March 26.

Alexandra Graf, Auburn
social studies teacher, related
the students had spent time
during the second semes-
ter preparing for the event.
She continued Auburn had a
number of students place in
the Top 4 and are eligible to
advance to the state contest.
Graf noted they are not re-
quired to attend state, but of
those who qualified there are
some choosing to go and will
be attending the state contest
Saturday, April 12 at Nebras-
ka Wesleyan University in
Lincoln.

Auburn results from the
district contest are as follows
with their respective topics:

Documentary: Payton
Reid, first place. An Era of Fire
Fueled by Alcohol: Prohibition
in Nebraska.

TORN BETWEEN Two Nations was the topic of Aleigha Han-

Website: Ava Krause, Av-  dley and Ashlynn Johnson at District History Day at Peru State
ery Snodgrass and Delaney College. They focused on the Kansas-Nebraska Act.

Stahl, first. The Transconti-
nental Railroad.
Individual Paper: Brynn
Casey, first place, Shaping Nebraska: The
Life and Legacy of Susan La Flesche Picotte;
Gretchen Paschal, second place, Willa Cather
and Noah Hanley, third, The Path to the Pa-
cific: Lewis, Clark and the Corps of Discovery.
Individual Exhibits: Quinlan Porterfield,
first, Prohibition in Nebraska and Trevor Mc-
Neely, second, Nebraska Frontier Forts.
Group Exhibits: David Sharp and Odessa
Acton, first, The Life of Ernie Chambers; Tea-
gan Fowler and Gillian Hanna, third, Nebras-
ka Women: A Vote for Equality; and Tayber

photos submitted

Rademacher, Cameron Becker, Aydan Smith,
Ryan Hays and Drayven Lamb, fourth, The
Omaha Race Riot of 1919.

Graf stated the qualifiers planning on at-
tending the state contest are: Payton Reid,
documentary; Gretchen Paschal, paper; Quin-
lan Porterfield, individual exhibit; and David
Sharp and Odessa Acton, and Teagan Fowler
and Gillian Hanna, group exhibits.

Rights & Responsibilities in History is the
2025 National History Day Theme.

Note: Not all photos are able to be published
because of space limitations.

Congratulations to Ian
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Let us know what activities your
children are in so that we can
support them as best we can!
Whether it’s sports or fine arts,
we are curious what your child
in doing. We can also put things
in the newsletter and/or online
to encourage our members to
show support.

Mather for making Honor Roll
in the 3rd quarter! Keep up

the good work!




May Birthdays

May 4th—Mary Mellage
May 22nd—dJeremy Johnson

| will pour out my Spirit
upon all flesh,

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your
young men shall see visions, and your old men shaII dream dreams.

May Anniversaries
May 16th—Adam & Amanda gilbert
May 26th—Bruce & Janet Kirkendall

Do you know of someone who is not on the
list for birthdays or anniversaries? We
would love to make sure that they are

included in our church family.

Also, if you have someone with whom you
like to put on the prayer list, please contact
Bonnie Ratcliff at 706-936-0327 or
auburnpreschurch@gmail.com.

Prayer List

Al & Yancy Armstrong
Samantha Daughtery
Rachelle Emshoff

Jean Hauserman & family

Gavin Hilton

Julie James ; Service Men & Women
Sandy Kite righteousness come to
inati i my relief.
Easi)t(;: g omlng t ing Committee Psall Y 12361 NIV Charlie Arena (Air Force)
0 ancy Sines Satm > . .
Daniel Sines Chr'lstopher Gilbert (Navy)
Anna VanDerKamp Emily Nanse (Army)
Bryant Seeley (Navy)

Aaron Tritsch (Air Force)




Pentecost Maze
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Dad, T'm
Sensing a Call
o Munistry.

First Presbyterian Church
1322 19th Street
Auburn, NE 68305

Phone: 402-274-3531

E-mail:
auburnpreschurch@gmail.com
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Website:
www.auburnpresbyterian.org

Facebook and Instagram:
First Presbyterian Church
Auburn, NE
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Sunday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Weekly Schedule

Session at 9am (May 11)

Worship at 10am (Communion observed on May 11)
Fellowship Time following worship

Church Lunch following worship (May 4)

Bonnie in Office from 1pm—4pm
Adult Bible Study at 10am
Diaper Pantry from 6:00pm—7:30pm (May 28)

Deacons & Creative Ministry Committee at 6pm

Bonnie in Office from 8:30am—12noon
Diaper Pantry from 8:30am—9:30am (May 9)




