THE PRESBY TIMES

This year has been full of new and fun activities, mainly involv-
ing our children and youth. And not just in our church, but in
our community as well. We started the youth group back in Sep-
tember of 2023 with Bonnie Ratcliff leading the group. There
were a few hiccups as we kicked off due to family issues. How-
ever, we are now in full swing. After Christmas break, we had a
few tweaks, which has made the group even better.

We start off the night with our 2nd-6th graders at 5:30pm with a

lesson. Then, at 6pm our older kids join us for games and lesson.

At 7pm, the younger kids go home and the older kids have their
lesson. We are very fortunate that Desaray has stepped up to
help with driving kids AND preparing dinner each week. And
other adults have helped with dinner as well. Not only is she
helping to get our kids, but our kids have been inviting their
friends as well.

One of the things that is most exciting, is that on April 21st, the
7th-12th graders, with the help of the younger kids, will be
providing our worship service. With the help of Mark Patterson
and Bonnie Ratcliff, the kids will come up with the liturgy,
songs, and the sermon. They have already started working on
the service. You will definitely want to come and hear what the
youth have to say that morning!

What is a spy’s

least favorite

Bible book?
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SWINDOLL’S

LIVING

Wednesg}lw INSIGHTS
/QAW d ROMANS

Wednesdays at 10:00am in the
Fellowship Hall!

On Wednesday mornings at 10am, Ruth Leslie leads a Bible study. They
are now in the Book of Romans. This book was written by the Apostle
Paul. It is a very deep book and has a great deal to teach us on how we

should live our daily lives. If you aren’t busy, please feel free to join this

Bible Study on Wednesday mornings in the Fellowship Hall. We would

love to see you.

(Please note, if weather is bad, we will not meet. Let’s be safe.)

16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Chrzst laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay

down our lives for our brothers and sisters. ' If anyone has material possessions and sees a
brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that per-
son? '® Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.

1 John 3:16-18

March 3

Following worship service with communion

I N Fried Chicken Dinner
CAtv cREST And all the fixen’s

CAMP CONFERENCE & RETREAT CENTER

Camp season is rapidly approaching. If
you are interested, please check out the
website at: campcalvincrest.com. There
are lots of different camps to try. If you
are thinking you will need help with fi-
nances, please contact the church and we
will see how we can help.




MARCH DEVOTION

And at the nineth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? ” - which means,
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”

Mark 15:34 (NIV)

By the end of March, we will have finished Lent, had Palm/Passion Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Fri-
day, and Easter. In other words, we will have spent time with Jesus on his last week on earth, all the way
through his resurrection and awaiting his final ascension to heaven. However, it is Jesus’ time on the cross
that always pulls on my heart. It is such a radical concept, even today, to think that Christ suffered as much
as he did for me, long before I was born. It is was true sacrificial love looks like.

Even before Christ was on the cross, he goes and prays in the Garden of Gethsemane to God, his Father, to
give him strength. “Abba, Father,” he said, “everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not
what I will, but what you will.” (Mark 14:36). He knows what must be done, but if there were to be another
way, would Christ have taken it? Then, we he is hanging on the cross, Christ cries out to his Father. He
wants to know where he is. In this moment, Christ feels alone. His human emotions have fully taken over
and he is scared and frightened. If anyone doubts that Christ was fully human, then they aren’t reading this
passage. Christ cries out one more time, then passes. At that moment, God let everyone know that Christ
was the Son of God by ripping the temple curtain in two.

This passage has helped me to realize that it is ok to feel alone, because even if we feel completely alone,
we aren’t. God never left Christ. Suffering and sinning are two different things. Sinning is when we make a
mistake. But suffering is out of our control. We don’t choose to suffer. If God is with us when we make
mistakes, then why would He not be with us when don’t and need him more? Yes, it may be hard to feel
the presence of God when we are hurt or are hurting, but we are Children of God and therefore, God is
with us.

In Christ,
Bonnie Ratcliff

Answer: Dude-they’re-onto-me (Deuteronomy)




Daily Lenten Devotional Readings

Mar. 1 Mar. 2
Ps. 19 Exod. 19:9b-15 Ps. 19 Exod. 19:16-25
Acts 7:30-40 Mark 9:2—-8
Mar. 5 Mar. 6
Ps. 84 2 Chr. 29:1-11, 16— Ps. 84 Ezra 6:1-16 Mark
19 Heb. 9:23-28 11:15-19
Mar. 10

Mar. 9

Ps. 107:1-3, 17-22 Num
20:22-29 Jn 3:1-13

Num. 21:4-9 Ps 107:1-3,
17-22 Eph 2:1-10 Jn 3:14-

21
Mar. 13 Mar. 14
Ps 107:1-16 Is 60:15-22 Jn Ps51:1-12 Is 30:15-18
8:12-20 Heb 4:1-13
Mar. 17 Mar. 18
Jer 31:31-34 Ps 119:9-16 Ps 119:9-16 Is 43:8-13 2
Heb 5:5-10 Jn 12:20-33 Cor 3:4-11
Mar. 21 Mar. 22

Ps 118:1-2, 19-29 Deut
16:1-8 Phil 2:1-11

Ps 118:1-2, 19-29 Jer 33:1-
9 Phil 2:12-18

Mar. 25

Is 42:1-9 Ps 36:5-11 Heb
9:11-15 Jn 12:1-11

Mar. 26

Is 49:1-7 Ps 71:1-14 1 Cor
1:18-31 Jn 12:20-36

Mar. 29 Mar. 30

Is 52:13-53:12 Ps 22 Heb  Job 14:1-14 Ps 31:1-4, 15-
10:16-25 Jn 18:1-19:42 16 1 Pt4:1-8 Jn 19:38-42

Mar. 3 Mar. 4
Exod. 20:1-17 Ps. 19 1 Ps. 84 1 Kgs. 6:1-4,21-22
Cor. 1:18-25 John 2:13-22 1 Cor. 3:10-23
Mar. 7 Mar. 8

Ps. 107:1-3, 17-22 Gen.
9:8-17 Eph. 1:3-6

Ps. 107:1-3, 17-22 Dan.
12:5-13 Eph. 1:7-14

Mar. 11 Mar. 12

Ps 107:1-16; Ex 15:22-27 Ps 107:1-16 Num 20:1-13
Heb 3:1-6 1 Cor 10:6-13
Mar. 15 Mar. 16

Ps 51:1-12 Ex 30:1-10 Heb Ps 51:1-12 Hab 3:2-13 Jn
4:14-5:4 12:1-11
Mar. 19 Mar. 20

Ps 119:9-16 Is 44:1-8 Acts Ps 119:9-16 Hag 2:1-9, 20-
2:14-24 23 Jn 12:34-50

Mar. 23

Ps 118:1-2, 19-29 Jer
33:10-16 Mk 10:32-34, 46-

Mar. 24

Ps 118:1-2, 19-29 Mk 11:1
-11 Jn 12:12-16

52
Mar. 27 Mar. 28
s 50-4-9a Ps 70 Heb 12.1. EX 12:1-10Ps 116:1-2, 12-
3 In 13:21-32 191 Cor 11:23-26 Jn 13:1-
' 7,31b-35
Mar. 31

Acts 10:34-43 Ps 118:1-2,
14-24 1 Cor 15:1-11 Jn
20:1-18

March services . including special services:

March 23—Women’s Lenten Service @ 9am
March 24—Palm Sunday @ 10am

March 28—Maundy Thursday @ 7pm (Communion served)

March 31—Easter @ 10am (Communion served)




The youth ministry is for youth in grade
7th—12th.

Your schedule will be:

6:00pm—Games
6:30pm—Dinner

We are going to begin to delve 7:00pm—Lesson

deep into the man of Paul. Who - Remember to bring your Bibles!
was he? What kind of person was
he when he was Saul? What does
Paul have to tell us today. We are

also going to start looking at Paul’s

. ) (‘ i We are also going to be

tirst journey. Where did he go? (ﬁ working off and on Youth

What happened on this trip? What Sunday material, which is
/1mos; :

April 21st. Remember, you

’are in charge of everything!
But it will be great!

letters were written?
Remember, your Bible is going to

be a very important part of learn-
ing who Paul was.

We love because he first loved us.
1 John 4:19

All children from 2nd—6th grade
are welcome to attend.

I ;w\‘ This next semester, I Your schedule will be:
s we will look at the I 5:30pm—Lesson
I Easter story and

p I 6:00pm—Games

then start into

| ExPLORE

Paul. So much to 6:30pm—Dinner (then you head
talk about in all I home)

these lessons, plus Don't forget your Bibles!!!
some new stuff for

us to look at and bel
able to take home. I

h________




March Anniversaries

March 14th—Bryan & Andrea Mellage

Do you know of someone who is not on the
list for birthdays or anniversaries? We
would love to make sure that they are in-
cluded in our church family.

Also, if you have a someone with whom
you like to put on the prayer list, please
contact Bonnie Ratcliff at 706-936-0327 or
auburnpreschurch@gmail.com.

March Birthdays

Mar 5th—Ruth Ann Schultz
Mar 8th—Harrison Blessing
Mar 11th—Helen Moody
Mar 14th—Knox Vinson
Mar 15th—Laura Mather
Mar 21st—Christ Gilbert
Mar 22nd—Nancy Kite
Mar 26th—dJay Hauserman

March 10 is daylight savings. Remember
to set your clocks one hour ahead so you
won’t come at the end of the service.

Eric Adams Family Michaela & Family

Al & Yancy
Armstrong

Sue Bantz’s Family Sandy Kite
Lauralee Bucher

Prayer List

Julie James
Janet Kirkendall

Paul & Kerri Morer
John Cla:lk Doug Metzger
Anna Dedic’
Farlrll?ly ceaes Hele.n Moody
Lawanda Franks ~ Speril Petet .
Harley Goings’ Mary Ann Ratcliff
Family Dprothy & Tom
Hunter Rivett
Hestermann Dennis Wheeler

Service Men & Women

Charlie Arena (Air Force)
Christopher Gilbert (Navy)
Emily Nanse (Army)
Bryant Seeley (Navy)




DAVE WALKER CARTOON WORKSHEET
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%l:y C Ommun‘ion The first Sunday of each month, Rev. Carl Eskridge

presides over Holy Communion for us to receive. We

are very grateful that he is willing to do this. This is
one of the sacred elements of our church as it reminds
us of the suffering that Jesus did on our behalf. If you
cannot be at worship to receive communion, but would
like to receive it, please call our Deacon Desaray at 402
-414-0352. We would be honored to come to you.

n Ch la We are updating the church directory. We want to make ®
u urc sure that everyone who wants fo be in it, is in it. Please :
: make sure the church has the most up-to-date phone g
- numbers, emails, birthday, addresses and any children. =
L] Please send all of your information to auburnpre- :
: schurch@gmail.com or call the church office at 402-274 4
- -3531. ]
- ]
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First Presbyterian Church
1322 19th Street
Auburn, NE 68305

Phone: 402-274-3531
E-mail: auburnpreschurch@gmail.com
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