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If you missed December 28 worship service, you missed a beautiful service of the telling of the
Christmas Story through song and scripture, or “Lessons and Carols”. It is a service that dates
back to early 1900’s as a way to get people to church to hear the story, as it continues to do to
this day. While Mary Beth put the service together and orchestrated the details, it was a church
family service.

The service started out normal. Then, after the Prayer of the People, the story began. There
were nine lessons with each followed by a song. Some of the songs were congregational hymns
while others were shared to us through talented musicians. On page 7 are pictures of those who
shared special music. If you would like to reread the lessons, I have printed them for you. I did
not get pictures of the readers, but would like to thank: Jeremy Johnson, Marilyn Gilbert, Mi-
chael Gilbert, Bonnie Ratcliff, Bryan Mellage, Linda Moody, Richard Moody, and Mike

Gerdes.

Lessons

Lesson 1:
Lesson 2:
Lesson 3:
Lesson 4:
- Lesson 5:
Lesson 6:
Lesson 7:
Lesson 8:
Lesson 9:

Genesis 3:8-15, 17-19
Genesis 22:15-18
Isaiah 9:2, 6-10
Isaiah 11:1-4a, 6-9
Luke 1:26-35, 38
Luke 2:1-7

Luke 2:8-20

Matthew 2:1-11

John 1:1-14

A very special thank you to Mary Beth
for organizing, Annette Dell (Mary
Beth’s sister) who sang and played, Mar-
shall Tuttle (Mary Beth & Marty’s son),
who sang, Kelsey Brundage who sang,
Ruth Leslie who accompanied and Lau-
ren Beathe for running our slide show
that morning.

Why didn’t Jonah trust the ocean?
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Wednesdays at 10:00am in the
Fellowship Hall!

On Wednesday mornings at 10am, Ruth Leslie leads a Bible study. They
are now in the Book of Hebrews. It is a very deep book and has a great
deal to teach us on how we should live our daily lives. If you aren’t busy,
please feel free to join this Bible Study on Wednesday mornings at 10am
in the Fellowship Hall. We would love to see you!

Please take care as weather changes. Stay safe! God will understand!

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the
new has come.

2 Corinthian
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Session Meeting . T
Jan.4 @ 9am
Downstairs There will NOT be a church lunch on Jan. 4.
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On entering the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage.
Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.—
Matthew 2:11

When we think about the Christmas story, we have the shepherds and the wisemen coming at the same
time to meet baby Jesus. However, it wasn’t until later that the wisemen actually met Jesus and his parents.
The wisemen play a very crucial role. They were sent by Herod to learn where this child, the “King of the
Jews” (which is also what the plaque on the cross stated), so that he could go and pay homage to him.
However, King Herod had much deeper and more evil plans, he wanted to kill baby Jesus. When the wise-
men didn’t return to Herod, he ordered all the children in Bethlehem who were 2 years and younger. How-
ever, the wisemen had already told Mary and Joseph to flee to Egypt until they had heard that Herod had
passed away.

The three gifts presented by the wisemen hold significance not only at the birth of Jesus, but also through-
out his life and even his death. Gold is kingly gift. Jesus wasn’t just king, he was the Messiah. Frankin-
cense was used during worship in the temple, like when they would worship God, Jesus, and the Holy Spir-
it. It was part of the offering that was presented to Jesus. And myrrh was one of the main spices that was
used during burial. Because they used caves, odors would escape. To help prevent this, they would wrap
the body in linen (like how he was at birth) and spices, like myrrh would be used to help mask the smell
that would eventually come.

On January 6, Epiphany (which is 12 days after Christmas), is when we really should be remembering the
wisemen and the gifts they brought Jesus. And also their courage they had to go against the order of King
Herod. As we enter into 2026, help us to be brave like the wisemen, to trust God in all things, share the
love of God with others.

Peace,

Bonnie Ratcliff

Answer: Because it was a little fishy.




Our annual church meeting willbeheldonFe br uar vy

at the end of worship. Please plan to attend.

Annual Reports are due to Linda
Moody by January 15. This allows
her to have enough time to get the
packet ready for the annual meet-

ing.

Reports needed:

Moderator
Office Assistant
Youth Director
Deacons
Lost & found
Wednesday Bible Study
Project Response

You may hand them to Linda or
send them to her email at:
| moody941947 @g
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The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning;

great is your faithfulness.
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Do you ever wonder how we know so much

about the Bible? Well, there are artifacts that
have been found that corroborate the stories of
the Bible. We are going to start in January with
looking at some of these artifacts and hopefully
gain a better understanding of scripture.

Some artifacts include: Noah’s Ark, Dead Sea
Scrolls and other recovered texts, pool of Siloam,
Hezikiah’s Tunnel, The “Jesus Boat”, along with
many dig sites that name specific people in scrip-
ture.
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Daily Scripture Readings
Dec. 29 Dec. 30 Dec. 31 Jan. 1 Jan. 2
Psalm 20 Psalm 20 Psalm 20 Jum 6:22-27 Psalm 20
Jere 31:15-22 Isa 26:1-9 1 Kgs 3:5-14 Psalm 8 Gen 12:1-7
Luke 19:41-44 2 Cor 4:16-18 John 8:12-19 Phil 2:5-11 Heb 11:1-12
Luk e2:15-21
Jan. 3 Jan. 4 Jan. 5 Jan. 6 Jan. 7
Psalm 72 Jer 31:7-14 Psalm 72 Isa 60:1-6 Psalm 72
Gen 28:10-22 Psalm 147:12-20 Josh 1:1-9 Psalm 72 1 Kgs 10:1-13
Heb 11:13-22 Eph 1:3-14 Heb 11:32-12:2 Eph 3:1-12 Eph 3:14-21
Jn 1:10-18 Mat 2:1-12
Jan. 8 Jan. 9 Jan. 10 Jan. 11 Jan. 12
Psalm 29 Psalm 29 Psalm 29 Isa 42:1-9 Psalm 89:5-37
1Sam 3:1-9 1Sam 3:10-4:1a 1 Sam 7:3-17 Psalm 29 Gen 35:1-15
Acts 9:1-9 Acts 9:10-19a Acts 9:19b-31 Acts 10:34-43 Acts 10:44-48
3:13-17
Jan. 13 Jan. 14 Jan. 15 Jan. 16 Jan. 17
Psalm 89:5-37 Psalm 89:5-37 Psalm 40:1-11 Psalm 40:1-11 Psalm 40:1-11
Jere 1:4-10 Isa 51:1-16 Isa 22:15-25 Gen. 27:30-38 1 Kgs 19:19-21
Acts 8:4-13 Mat 12:15-21 Gal 1:6-12 Acts 1:1-5 Lk 5:1-11
Jan. 18 Jan. 19 Jan. 20 Jan. 21 Jan. 22
Isa 49:1-7 Psalm 40:6-17 Psalm 40:6-17 Psalm 40:6-17 Psalm 27:1-6
Psalm 40:1-11 Ex 12:1-13, 21-28 Isa 53:1-12 Isa 48:12-21 1 Sam 1:1-20
1Cor1:1-9 Acts 8:26-40 Heb 10:1-4 Mat 9:14-17 Gal 1:11-24
Jn 1:29-42
Jan. 23 Jan. 24 Jan. 25 Jan. 26 Jan. 27
Psalm 27:1-6 Psalm 27:1-6 Isa9:1-4 Psalm 27:7-14 Psalm 27:7-14
1 Sam 9:27-10:8 1 Sam 15:34-16:13 Psalm 27:1-6 Jgs 6:11-24 Jgs 7:12-22
Gal 2:1-10 Lk 5:27-32 1 Cor 1:10-18 Eph 5:6-14 Phil 2:12-18
Mat 4:12-23
Jan. 28 Jan. 29 Jan. 30 Jan. 31 Feb. 1
Psalm 27:7-14 Psalm 15 Psalm 15 Psalm 15 Micah 6:1-8
Gen 49:1-2, 8-13, 21- Deut 16:18-20 Deut 24:17-35:4 Micah 3:1-4 Psalm 15
26 1 Pt 3:8-12 1 Tim 5:17-24 Jn 13:31-35 1 Cor 1:18-31
Lk 1:67-79 Mat 5:1-12




“The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”, Sun-
day by Kelsey Brundage & Mary Beth Tuttle, Ac-
companied on the piano by Annette Dell.
(foll owing | esson 5)
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“Of the Father’s Love Begotten”, Sung aca-
pella by: Mary Beth Tuttle & Annette Dell
(foll owing | esson 3)
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“There’s a Song in the Air”, Sung by An-
j nette Dell, Accompanied by Ruth Leslie

)

Accompanied by Annette Dell ( f ol | o wj
l esson 7)
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“O Holy Night”, Sung by: Marshall Tuttle, |
|

|

“Peace, Peace/Silent Night”, Sung by Mary Beth
Tuttle, Annette Dell, Marshall Tuttle, and Kelsey
Brundage, Accompanied by Annette Dell
(following | esson 9)
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January Birthaays
Jan. 171 Amanda Gilbert
Jan. 1 Kim Buchmeier
Jan. 17 Dandy Kite
Jan. 13n David Vanderkamp
Jan. 16 Jaclin Gilbert
Jan. 28 Barbara Tritsch
Jan. 311 Steven Hestermann

January Anniversaries

Jan. 111 Brian & Michelle Schuetz
Jan. 21A Michael & Marilyn Gilbert

Do you know of someone who is not on the list for
birthdays or anniversaries? We would love to make
sure that they are included in our church family.

Also, if you have someone with whom you like to
put on the prayer list, please contact Bonnie Ratcliff
at 706-936-0327 or auburnpreschurch@gmail.com.
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righteousness come to

my relief.

\ ‘ Charlie Arena (
Psalm 143:1 NIV Emily Nanse (Ar
Bryant Seeley (

Aaron Tritsch (
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Top 2 pictures: Our Christmas Eve can-
dlelight service. It was a beautiful service
led by Mary Beth, Carla, and Bonnie.

Picture to the left: On December 10, chil-
dren of all ages were welcome as we had a
craft night. They all had fun.

Back row: Harleena, Baylor, Bryson,
D’Wayne, and Ashlynn. Front row: As-
pen, Eden, Rodney, and Thomas

First Presbyteti

1322 19th Street
Auburn, NE 68305

Phone: 402-274-3531
E-mail:
auburnpreschurch@gmail.com

Website:
www.auburnpresbyterian.org

Facebook and Instagram:
First Presbyterian Church
Auburn, NE
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Weekly Schedul e

Sunday Worshipat 10am (communion Jan. 4)
Session Meeting @ 9am (Jan. 4)
Fellowship Time following worship

We d n e s dBamyie in Office from 1pm—4pm
Adult Bible Study at 10am
Kids & Youth Group at 5:30pm— 7:30pm (grades 3rd—12th grade)
(Resume on Jan. 7)
Diaper Pantry from 6:00pm—7:30pm (Jan. 28)

T h ur s d aDeacons & Creative Ministry Committee at 6pm (Jan. 8)

Fr i day Bonniein Office from 8:30am—12noon
Diaper Pantry from 8:30am—9:30am (Jan. 9)




