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“Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way 
you will fulfill the law of Christ.” - Galatians 6:2 

All of us bear burdens. All of us, at one time or an-
other, face loss, illness, loneliness, or trauma. God 
does not mean for us to bear our burdens alone. It is 
the role of the church to come alongside one anoth-
er, to lift one another up, and to lessen the load of 
suffering that all of us, inevitably, face at one time 
or another.  

As pastoral care minister, I will pray for you. I will pray for others for whom your hearts are 
burdened. I will visit the sick, comfort the bereaved, and be present for those homebound or in 
care facilities. I am experienced in offering anointing for healing as described in James 5:14-
15. And, although I am not a licensed therapist and cannot take the place of one, I can offer a 
listening ear, prayer, and a theological perspective on the difficult road each of us must travel at 
one time or another.  

But I cannot do this alone. I need the congregation to call on me and direct me to the needs of 
individuals and families. Since I am new to the community and do not know all of you well, I 
need direction as to whom to call on. I do not want to intrude where I am not wanted, but I will 
happily visit those in need of prayer and comfort.  

Please call me at 402-914-0122 or email me at marybethtuttle@yahoo.com with your pastoral 
care needs. I will be happy to visit you in 
your home or over a cup of coffee in a 
cafe, to pray with you in person or over 
the phone, and to correspond with those 
who need encouragement.   

Thank you in advance for helping me 
bear others’ burdens.  

Grace Upon Grace,  
Mary Beth Tuttle 

Why was Jesus such a great goalie? 

mailto:marybethtuttle@yahoo.com
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"And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Fa
ther, full of grace and truth."  

 
John 1:14 

On Wednesday mornings at 10am, Ruth Leslie leads a Bible study. They 

are now in the Book of Hebrews. It is a very deep book and has a great 

deal to teach us on how we should live our daily lives. If you aren’t busy, 

please feel free to join this Bible Study on Wednesday mornings at 10am 

in the Fellowship Hall. We would love to see you! 

Please take care as weather changes. Stay safe! God will understand! 

Session Meeting 

Dec. 7 @ 9am 

Downstairs 

December 7 

Presided by Rev. Carl Eskridge 
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DECEMBER DEVOTION 

"Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 

shall call his name Immanuel."  - Isaiah 7:14  

"The celebration of Advent is possible only to those who are troubled in soul, who know themselves to be 

poor and imperfect, and who look forward to something greater to come." ~ Dietrich Bonhoeffer  

 

When we look up the definition of Advent in the Merriam-Webster dictionary, it is described as a time of 

prayer, fasting, and anticipation of the Second Coming of Christ. Two thousand years ago, humanity was 

blessed to have Jesus walk among us. Imagine the astonishment of those who came to realize who He truly 

was after His crucifixion. 

The Book of Revelation, a text dedicated to Christ’s return, begins and ends with the promise of His     

Second Coming (Revelation 1:7 and 22:12). During Advent, we are in a period of “active waiting”—a time 

to prepare our hearts and minds. This season reminds us of the precious gift of Jesus and assures us of His 

promise to come again. 

Each week of Advent, we light a candle representing hope, peace, joy, and love—words of comfort for 

those who are struggling. On Christmas Eve, we light the fifth candle, the Christ candle, symbolizing the 

Light of Christ entering the world. This practice is echoed in our weekly worship as the candles are lit, 

symbolizing Christ’s light being brought into our presence and carried forth to guide us. 

As we begin the Christian calendar this Christmas season, may your heart be filled with hope, peace, love, 

and joy. May Christ’s Light shine brightly in your life, and may you share it with the world around you. 

In Christ, 

Bonnie Ratcliff 

   

Answer: Because He always saved. 

http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=isaiah+7:14
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"For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderf

ul Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace."  

Isaiah 9:6 

Man’s Matins Schedule: 

Monday, Dec. 15—Auburn First United Methodist 

Tuesday, Dec. 16—St. Joseph Catholic 

Wednesday, Dec. 17—St. Paul Lutheran 

Thursday, Dec. 18—First United Presbyterian 

Friday, Dec. 19—Auburn Christian Church 

(There will be no Saturday service this year.) 

Diaper Tree 

This year, we have 

been asked to help 

with supplying diapers 

instead of presents 

through Greater Great 

Kids. There is a Christ-

mas Tree in the Fel-

lowship Hall with tags 

of different size dia-

pers that are needed, including wipes. 

They are asking all donations to please 

be returned by December 23. The diaper 

pantry has been a huge help for our com-

munity members. Thank you to all who 

donate and support this ministry. 
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Don’t forget there is a Children’s 
Craft night on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 10 from 5:30pm—7:30pm. Din-
ner will be provided. However, 
please contact Bonnie to let her 
know your child is coming. This is 
for all children ages 2—12th grade.  

The youth will meet on Dec. 3 and 
10. Then, we will take a break until 

January 7. 

The Youth Group is looking for a few people to help provide meal on Wednesday 
nights. Includes cooking and cleaning up for around 6-8 kids. If interested be 

see Bonnie Ratcliff.  

There is money through the church to buy the supplies for meals. And Bonnie will 
help supply a meal schedule.  

auburnpreschurch@gmail.com or 706-936-0327 

A HUGE thank you to Deseray Johnson who has 

been so faithful in providing meals for our youth 

on Wednesday nights. She is stepping back from 

helping every Wednesday as schedules are con-

flicting with family events. We thank her from the 

bottom of our hearts. Thank you again Desaray! 
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Nov. 30 

Isa 2:1-5 

Psalm 122 

Rom 13:11-14 

Matt 24:36-44 

Dec 1 

Psalm 124 

Gen. 8:1-19 

Rom 6:1-11 

Dec. 2 

Psalm 124 

Gen. 9:1-17 

Heb. 11:32-40 

Dec. 3 

Psalm 124 

Isa 54:1-10 

Matt 24:23-35 

Dec. 4 

Psalm 72:1-7 

Isa 4:2-6 

Acts 1:12-17, 21-26 

Dec. 5 

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 

Isa 30:19-26 

Acts 13:16-25 

Dec. 6 

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 

Isa 40:1-11 

John 1:19-28 

Dec. 7 

Isa 2:1-5 

Psalm 72:1-7,18-19 

Rom 13:4-13 

Mat 24:36-44 

Dec. 8 

Psalm 21 

Isa 24:1-16a 

1 Thes 4:1-12 

Dec. 9 

Psalm 21 

Isa 41:14-20 

Rom 15:14-21 

Dec. 10 

Psalm 21 

Gen 15:1-18 

Mat 12:33-37 

Dec. 11 

Psalm 146:5-10 

Ruth 1:6-18 

2 Pet 3:1-10 

Dec. 12 

Psalm 146:5-10 

Ruth 4:13-17 

2 Pet 3:11-18 

Dec. 13 

Psalm 146:5-10 

1 Sam 2:1-8 

Luke 3:1-18 

Dec. 14 

Isa 11:1-10 

Psalm 146:5-10 

Jam 5:7-10 

Mat 11:2-11 

Dec. 15 

Psalm 42 

Isa 29:17-24 

Acts 5:12-16 

Dec. 16 

Psalm 42 

Eze 47:1-12 

Jude 1:17-25 

Dec. 17 

Psalm 42 

Zech 8:1-17 

Mat 8:14-17, 28-34 

Dec.18 

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

2 Sam 7:1-17 

Gal 3:23-29 

Dec. 19 

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

2 Sam 7:18-22 

Gal 4:1-7 

Dec. 20 

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

2 Sam 7:23-29 

John 3:31-36 

Dec. 21 

Isa 7:10-16 

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

Rom 1:1-7 

Mat 1:18-25 

Dec. 22 

Luke 1:46b-55 

Isa 33:17-22 

Rev. 22:6-7, 18-20 

Dec. 23 

Luke 1:46b-55 

2 Sam 7:18, 23-29 

Gal 3:6-14 

Dec. 24 

Isa 9:2-7 

Psalm 96 

Titus 2:11-14 

Luke 2:1-14 

Dec. 25 AM 

Isa 62:6-12 

Psalm 97 

Titus 3:4-7 

Luke 2:8-20 

 

Dec. 25 PM 

Isa 52:7-10 

Psalm 98 

Heb 1:1-4 

John 1:1-14 

Dec. 26 

Psalm 148 

Song of Sol 4:7-15 

Acts 7:59-8:8 

Dec. 27 

Psalm 148 

Pro 8:22-31 

1 John 5:1-12 

Dec.28 

Isa 63:7-9 

Psalm 148 

Heb 2:10-18 

Mat 2:13-23 

Dec. 29 

Psalm 20 

Jere 31:15-22 

Luke 19:41-44 

Dec. 30 

Psalm 20 

Isa 26:1-9 

2 Cor 4:16-18 

Dec. 31 

Psalm 20 

1 Kgs 3:5-14 

John 8:12-19 

Jan. 1 

Jum 6:22-27 

Psalm 8 

Phil 2:5-11 

Luk e2:15-21 

Jan. 2 

Psalm 20 

Gen 12:1-7 

Heb 11:1-12 

Daily Scripture Readings 
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Answers on last page. 
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December Anniversaries 

Dec 3—Mark and Carla Patterson 

Dec. 20—Steve and Dee Smallfoot 

December Birthdays 
 

Dec 4—Dick Moody 

Dec 6—Sheril Petet 

Dec 9—Scott Mellage 

Dec 10—Betty Filbrant 

Dec 10—Bailey Hestermann 

Dec 12—Marilyn Gilbert 

Dec 12—Carolyn Gilbert 

Dec 17—Adam Gilbert 

Dec 22—Ashlynn Johnson 

Dec 29—Ian Mather 

Dec 29—Vicki Ellner 

Do you know of someone who is not on the list for 

birthdays or anniversaries? We would love to make 

sure that they are included in our church family. 

Also, if you have someone with whom you like to 

put on the prayer list, please contact Bonnie Ratcliff 

at 706-936-0327 or auburnpreschurch@gmail.com. 

Al & Yancy Armstrong 

Gavin Hilton 

Julie James 

Pastor Nominating Committee 

Anna VanDerKamp 

Prayer List 

Service Men & Women 

Charlie Arena (Air Force) 

Emily Nanse (Army) 

Bryant Seeley (Navy) 

Aaron Tritsch (Air Force) 
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First Presbyterian Church 
1322 19th Street 

Auburn, NE 68305 
 

Phone: 402-274-3531 
E-mail: 

auburnpreschurch@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Website: 
www.auburnpresbyterian.org 

 
Facebook and Instagram: 
First Presbyterian Church 

Auburn, NE 

Weekly Schedule 

Sunday  Worship at 10am (communion Dec. 7) 

  Session Meeting @ 9am (Dec. 7) 

  Fellowship Time following worship 

  Fellowship Lunch at 11:30am (Dec. 7) 

       

Wednesday Bonnie in Office from 1pm—4pm 

  Adult Bible Study at 10am 

  Kids & Youth Group at 5:30pm– 7:30pm (grades 3rd—12th grade) 

  (Dec. 3—Taking a break from Dec. 10—Jan. 7) 

  Crafts Night for all children @ 5:30pm—7:30pm (Dec. 10) 

  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service @ 7pm 

   

Thursday Deacons & Creative Ministry Committee at 6pm (Dec. 4) 

  Merry Christmas (Dec. 25) 

     

Friday  Bonnie in Office from 8:30am—12noon 

  Diaper Pantry from 8:30am—9:30am (Nov. 12) 

Sunday, December 21 

5:00PM 

United Methodist Church 

Led by Pastors: Mary Beth Tuttle, Lauri R. 

Bowman, and Jackie Gfeller 

A Longest Night service, also known as a Blue Christmas service, is a Christian worship service held around 

the winter solstice to provide comfort and hope for those experiencing grief or sadness during the Advent and 

Christmas season. The service acknowledges pain and loss, includes elements like candlelight and prayer, 

and offers a space to focus on the promise of hope found in Christ. Its purpose is to honor individuals who 

are mourning the loss of loved ones or struggling with hardship, and who may find the joy of Christmas diffi-

cult to embrace. The service often includes quiet reflection, prayers, readings, hymns, and a candlelight vigil 

to symbolize hope overcoming darkness. It offers a space to express grief and pain, but also to look toward 

the promise of hope found in the Christian message of the coming of Christ.  


