
1 

 

April 2025 

Volume 3, Issue 4 

First Presbyterian Church 

1322 19th Street 

Auburn, NE 68305 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meet Mary Beth Tuttle, a new member of our Ministry Team 
 

I grew up on a farm north of Liberty, Nebraska, the third of four children. 
As a farm child, I did my share of chores! But I also recall being adept at 
making myself very scarce when there was unpleasant work to be done. I 
could usually be found reading underneath the old lilac bushes in the 
backyard. 
 
I was the only one of my siblings to finish college. My undergraduate 
work was in religion, with an emphasis on New Testament studies. I am 
sure that God was working in my life at that time, but I turned down my 
professor’s advice to attend higher education in ministry in order to get 
my teaching license. I spent nearly thirty years in elementary schools, 
with most of that time spent teaching third grade. I still have a heart for 
children, and I sub here in the schools in Auburn on occasion. 
 
I married my husband Marty in my home church, the Holmesville Church 
of the Brethren, nearly 39 years ago. We are blessed with four sons. Our 
oldest, James, is assistant professor of sociology at the University of 
Montana at Missoula. He and his wife Jen have gifted us with our only 
grandchild, Abby, who will be four in July. Second son, William, is cur-
rently working at a warehouse in Lincoln. He has a masters degree in 
English education, but he did not enjoy teaching. He also has an impres-
sive vinyl record collection and will serve as a DJ when asked! Third son 
Marshall works as a pest control technician in Lincoln and is active in 
local community theaters. Marshall’s twin, Grant, lives here in Auburn. 
He and his wife Zadie teach at HTRS, where Grant also coaches football 
and basketball.  
 
I did not get a call to preach (or I managed to ignore that call) until I was 
past fifty years old.  I took classes through Bethany Seminary’s Training 
in Ministry program, which allowed me to minister while working on my 
ordination.  

(continued on page 10) 

Why did the farmer bury all 

his money? 
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 1 Peter 5:6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, 
that he may lift you up in due time. 

On Wednesday mornings at 10am, Ruth Leslie leads a Bible study. They 

are now in the Book of Romans. This book was written by the Apostle 

Paul. It is a very deep book and has a great deal to teach us on how we 

should live our daily lives. If you aren’t busy, please feel free to join this 

Bible Study on Wednesday mornings in the Fellowship Hall. We would 

love to see you! 

 

(Please note, if weather is bad, we will not meet. Let’s be safe.) 

On April 6, we will celebrate Holy Communion during 

worship. All are invited to take part in this celebration. 

Following worship, you are welcome to join us for a time 

of fellowship and join us with a meal. We hope you will 

join us!  

Just a reminder that session will 

be meeting at 9am on April 6. 

There will several things to talk 

about, so please make sure you 

can be there. Thank you! 
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APRIL DEVOTION 

He is not here; He has risen—Luke 24:6-7 

Starting on Sunday, April 13, we enter into Holy Week, or sometimes it is called Passion Week. Over the 
next several days, we joyous moments, sacred moments, we see tears and sadness, and confusion. It is a 
week that Christians around the world come together and remember the last few days of Jesus.  

As we get ready to enter into this week, through the weeks and readings of Lent that only seem to get a lit-
tle darker in tone, I try to put myself in the story. I think I would be a spectator. I would have heard the sto-
ries surrounding this man called Jesus. How He went from town to town preaching about the one Father in 
heaven and all that He has done for us. I have heard of Jesus’ parents and how Joseph was just a carpenter. 
Jesus hasn’t been preaching the Good Word for very long (either 1-3 years depending on gospel you read). 
There’s no way to determine what is true and false about this Jesus person.  

As the celebration begins on Sunday for Passover and people are coming into Jerusalem, I see this man rid-
ing on a donkey. People are laying down palm branches and the cloaks for him to walk on. What is the big 
deal about this man? Who is he? It is only later that I realize it was Jesus.  

Throughout the week, Jesus causes a little trouble by turning the tables of the money changers in the tem-
ple. He accused the people of being greedy and the house of the Lord was not meant for people of deceit.  

On Thursday night I hear rumors of Jesus meeting with His special 12 friends in an upper room of a house. 
After dinner, Jesus and a few of his followers go into the Garden of Gethsemane where Jesus prays. That is 
when the guards come for Him. The next day, Pontious Pilate asks the crowd what to do with Jesus and it 
they say to crucify Him. What has He done that is so horrible that He needs to be crucified?  

As a spectator and someone who is listening to the people around me talk about Jesus, I get curious and ask 
my own questions. Mainly, why would someone allow himself to be beaten and hung for no crime? What 
was so special and powerful about Jesus that He would warrant such a tragic end of life? While I have no 
idea what it was like at this time, I do know that Jesus went through all the motions of His life, His perfect 
life, only to be beaten and killed is to show how great and mighty His Father truly was for Jesus knew that 
God would raise Him from the dead to over come death, not just for Himself and to prove He could, but for 
us, so that we can live eternally with Him. 

Peace,  

Bonnie Ratcliff 
   

Answer: To make his soil rich. 
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 Psalm 27:14 Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord. 

Schedule for March We will meet on Thursday, April 24 at 6pm 

with a dinner. Then, start our lesson at 

6:30pm. We will be looking at Philippians 

4:10-23. While only 9 verses, there will be 

lots to unpack. If you would like to attend, 

please contact Bonnie Ratcliff at auburnpre-

schurch@gmail.com or call the church of-

fice at 402-274-3531 or just show up. We 

would love to see you there. 

This is the last session for this Bible Study. 

Be on the lookout for what is coming up 

next! 

Apr. 6 Malykai/Shiloah 

Apr. 13 Ashlynn 

Apr. 20 D'Wayne 

Apr. 27 Jade 

May. 4 Mary 

Walking Together in Support of Survivors 

For the past three years, our church's deacons have played an important role in supporting Project Re-
sponse's Walk a Mile in Their Shoes event during Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM). 
This annual event brings the community together to stand in solidarity with survivors of sexual as-
sault, raising awareness and fostering connection. 

This year marks the 4th Annual Walk a Mile in Their Shoes. The event, which starts at 11am, will 
begin with a meaningful mile-long walk through town, symbolizing the difficult journey survivors 
face and the support they need along the way. Following the walk, participants are invited to a free-
will donation brunch hosted by the church's deacons, where they can share stories, reflect, and 
connect with others. 

A highlight of the event is the silent raffle, featuring 
prizes donated by generous local businesses. All pro-
ceeds from the raffle will go directly toward Project Re-
sponse’s services for survivors, including counseling, ad-
vocacy, and support resources. 

The dedication of our deacons and the generosity of the 
community make this event possible. Their efforts not 
only help Project Response provide crucial services but 
also remind survivors that they are seen, heard, and sup-
ported. We hope you’ll join us this year as we walk to-
gether in support of survivors. 
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Schedule 

5:30pm—615pm: 3rd—6th grade lesson 

6:15pm—6:45pm: 3rd—12th grade dinner 

6:45pm—7;30pm: 7th—12th grade less 

April 27 @ 10am 

Join us as the youth lead us in wor-

ship. They are bringing their own 

flair and talking about who God is 

in their lives. You don’t want to 

miss it! 
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April 1 

Psalm 53 

Lev 25:1-19 

Rev 19:9-10 

April 2 

Psalm 53 

2 Kgs 4:1-7 

Luke 9:10-17 

April 3 

Psalm 126 

Isa 43:1-7 

Phil 2:19-24 

April 4 

Psalm 126 

Isa 43:8-15 

Phil 2:25-3:1 

April 5 

Psalm 126 

Ex 12:12-27 

John 11:45-57 

April 6 

Isa 43:16-21 

Psalm 126 

Phil 3:4b-14 

John 12:1-8 

April 7 

Psalm 20 

Ex 40:1-5 

Heb 10:19-25 

April 8 

Psalm 20 

Jud 9:7-15 

1 Jn 2:18-28 

April 9 

Psalm 20 

Bah 3:2-15 

Lk 18:31-34 

April 10 

Psalm 31:9-16 

Isa 53:10-12 

Heb 2:1-9 

April 11 

Psalm 31:9-16 

Isa 54:9-10 

Heb 2:10-18 

April 12 

Psalm 31:9-16 

Lev 23:1-8 

Lk 22:1-13 

April 13 

Liturgy of Palms 

Ps 118:1-2, 19-29 

Lk 19:28-40 

 

(Holy Week starts) 

April 13 

Liturgy of the Passion 

Isa 50:4-9a 

Ps 31:9-16 

Phil 2:5-11 

Lk 23:1-49 

April 14 

Isa 42:1-9 

Ps 36:5-11 

Heb 9:11-15 

Jn 12:1-11 

April 15 

Isa 49:1-7 

Ps 71:1-14 

1 Cor 1:18-31 

Jn 12:20-36 

April 16 

Isa 50:4-9a 

Ps 70 

Heb 12:1-3 

Jn 13:21-32 

April 17 

Maundy Thursday 

Ex 12:1-14 

Ps 116:1-2, 12-19 

1 Cor 11:23-26 

Jn 13:1-17, 31b-35 

April 18 

Good Friday 

Isa 52:13-53:12 

Ps 22 

Heb 10:16-25 

Jn 18:1-19:42 

April 19 

Holy Saturday 

Job 14:1-14 

Ps 31:1-4, 15-16 

1 Pt 4:1-8 

Mt 27:57-66 

April 20 

Easter 

Acts 10:34-43 

Ps 118:1-2, 14-24 

1 Cor 15:19-26 

Jn 20:1-18 

April 21 

Ps 118:1-2, 14-24 

Josh 10:16-27 

1 Cor 5:6b-8 

April 22 

Ps 118:1-2, 14-24 

Jdgs 4:17-23 

Rev. 12:1-12 

April 23 

Ps 118:1-2, 14-24 

2 Sam 6:1-15 

Lk 24:1-12 

April 24 

Psalm 150 

1 Sam 17:1-23 

Acts 5:12-16 

April 25 

Psalm 150 

1 Sam 17:19-32 

Acts 5:17-26 

April 26 

Psalm 150 

1 Sam 17:32-51 

Lk 24:36-40 

April 27 

Acts 5:27-32 

Psalm 118:14-29 

Rev 1:4-8 

Jn 20:19-31 

April 28 

Psalm 122 

Est 7:1-10 

Rev 19-20 

April 29 

Psalm 122 

Est 8:1-17 

Rev 2:8-11 

April 30 

Psalm 122 

Est 9:1-5, 18-23 

Lk 12:4-12 

May 1 

Psalm 30 

Isa 5:11-17 

Rev 3:14-22 

May 2 

Psalm 30 

Isa 6:1-4 

Rev. 4:1-11 

May 3 

Psalm 30 

Gen 18:1-8 

Lk 14:12-14 

May4 

Acts 9:1-6 

Psalm 30 

Rev 5:11-14 

Jn 21:1-19 

Daily Scripture Readings 
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 In the news... 

     Change is happening in our little town all of the time. Some of it is 

small, while     other things are quite large. Gilbert Services have been a staple in this 

town for      several years. Michael and Marilyn Gilbert and their crew have been 

     making  sure our cars and trucks are running smoothly for all types of 

     weather that we get in our little Midwest town. Because they have 

     cared for their town that they love, they have been trying to take care of 

     busses and electrical vehicles. However, due to the low ceiling of their 

     current building, they knew they were going to need a bigger building 

     if they wanted to be able to serve their patrons to the best of their abil

     ity.  

     Back in 2024, the Gilberts just happened to know that a building was 

     going up for sale. In November of last year, they closed on that build

     ing. It was the former Darling Transfer and Mellage Repair building.  

     As a building that was already set up as a mechanic shop, it seemed 

     like the perfect opportunity. However, after many years of use, it was 

time for a facelift! Not only did it a new shell, but the inside got a complete over haul as well. The building was 

stripped down basically to the steel frame and rebuilt. There was once an office and a tiny bathroom. They are 

getting replaced with a nicer bathroom with a shower. The office will be rebuilt as well. The overhead door was 

replaced with a new one.  One of the most visible changes that was made was the fresh slab of cement from the 

big overhead door to the street on the north side. They took out the big tree that was in the middle of the lot was 

taken down as well.  

It was been an incredible thing to watch, this transformation. It has taken a little longer than expected to get 

everything done that they are wanting to do. But when 85 side loads of debris is sent away and one thing after 

another keeps popping up, it’s to be expected.  

They will be keeping both shops open. While it will take a little while to figure out how everything is going to 

work, they do know that all business will go through the east shop (original). The east building will also contin-

ue to be used for the cars and smaller vehicles. Over in the big building (west), they will be able to service the 

bigger vehicles. To help with servicing them, they have acquired machinery that allows this to be an option. 

Some of this machinery includes an alignment machine, heavy tire balancer, air        

compressor, a heavy duty lift, and a fork lift.  

Michael and Marilyn would like to thank everyone for their patience as                 
they are making a huge change in their business. They are very excited           
to be able to continue to help the community in all the ways possible.       
They also ask for patience for when they open up the west building.        
They will be having to figure out how things are going to work,               
including scheduling. They will be trying things out to see what is going             
to work best for their workers as well as the community.  

The Gilberts pray this addition to their shop will be around for many       
years to come. While they don’t have a specific vision for their shop,        
hey do know that they want to continue serving their community and                
keeping everyone safe on the road, wherever they go. We are very               
blessed to have the Gilberts in our community, and especially in our               
church family.  

Thank you for all of the hard work  
you do for your community. 
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April Anniversaries  

Apr. 23 —Zachary & Amber Davis  

Apr. 26 —Lloyd & Kim Buchmeier  

April Birthdays  

Apr. 6 —Carolyn Poore  

Apr.7 — Michaela Hilton  

Apr. 8 —Andrea Gilbert  

Apr. 8 —Jackson Gilbert  

Apr. 11 —Amber Hestermann  

Apr. 12 – Gianna Johnson  

Apr. 15 —Elizabeth Hestermann  

Apr.18 —Rebecca Knowelton 

Apr. 19 —Abigal Schuetz  

Apr. 25 —Jack Mellage  

Apr. 27 —Gary Leslie  

Do you know of someone who is not on the 

list for birthdays or anniversaries? We 

would love to make sure that they are     

included in our church family. 

Also, if you have someone with whom you 

like to put on the prayer list, please contact 

Bonnie Ratcliff at 706-936-0327 or         

auburnpreschurch@gmail.com. 

Al & Yancy Armstrong 

Samantha Daughtery 

Rachelle Emshoʡ 

Jean Hauserman & family 

Gavin Hilton 

Julie James 

Sandy Kite 

Pastor Nominating Committee 

Bob & Nancy Sines 

Daniel Sines 

Anna VanDerKamp 

Prayer List 

Service Men & Women 

Charlie Arena (Air Force) 

Christopher Gilbert (Navy) 

Emily Nanse (Army) 

Bryant Seeley (Navy) 

Aaron Tritsch (Air Force) 

April 12 

9am 

St. Paulôs Lutheran 
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First Presbyterian Church 
1322 19th Street 

Auburn, NE 68305 
 

Phone: 402-274-3531 
E-mail: 

auburnpreschurch@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Website: 
www.auburnpresbyterian.org 

 
Facebook and Instagram: 
First Presbyterian Church 

Auburn, NE 

Weekly Schedule 

Sunday Session at 9am (Apr. 6) 

  Worship at 10am (Communion observed on Apr. 6) 

  Fellowship Time following worship 

  Church Lunch following worship (Apr. 6) 

  Palm Sunday (Apr. 13) 

  Easter (Apr. 20) 

  Youth Sunday (Apr. 27) 

   

Wednesday Bonnie in Office from 1pm—4pm 

  Bible Study at 10am 

  Youth Group (5:30pm—7:30pm) 

  Diaper Pantry from 6:00pm—7:30pm (Apr. 23)   

   

Thursday Deacons & Creative Ministry Committee at 6pm 

  Maundy Thursday Service at 7pm) Apr. 17 

  “Joy in Chaos” Bible Study at 6pm (Apr. 24) 

(Philippians 4:10-23) 

 

Saturday Women’s Lenten Service at St. Paul Lutheran Church (9am)  

 

Friday  Bonnie in Office from 8:30am—12noon 

  Diaper Pantry from 8:30am—9:30am (Apr. 11) 

(continued from page 1) 
 
I have been an ordained minister in the Church of the Brethren since 2013. I retired from my pastorate 
there last April in order to move to Auburn, where I am working on renovating a building downtown to 
be made into an antique shop/bookshop. 
 
I would credit my mother with leading me and my siblings into the ministry. My mother was a licensed 
minister who led Bible study for men on death row at the Nebraska State Penitentiary for 13 years. My 
older sister, Lesa, was a minister with the United Church of Christ at Schubert until shortly before her 
death from cancer in 2010. My brother, John, preached at the Holmesville Church of the Brethren. He has 
since moved on to preach at the Liberty Christian Church during the winters and at a Baptist Church in 
Ontario, Canada, during the summers while he is running his fishing camp. My younger sister, Annette, 
ministers by teaching Sunday school, leading worship music, and being a blessing to others. We often 
joke that my mother raised three pastors and a saint! 
 
I have been active in community theatre in Beatrice, Nebraska, serving on the Community Players Board 
of Directors from 2017 to 2023. I also enjoy music and was delighted to join the Nemaha County and Ar-
ea Community Choir last Christmas for their cantata.  

 
First Presbyterian Church was the first church I visit-
ed when we moved to Auburn, and also the last. I so 
enjoyed my involvement with the Christmas pro-
gram and getting to know the hardworking people 
who presented it! I have felt very welcomed here, 
with people treating me like family. I am deeply hon-
ored and humbled to join the pastoral team here at 
First Presbyterian.  


