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“Growing Up Male”
Genesis 1:24-31, 2:15-24; 3:1-19

Today we begin anew series of sermons about “men” —today is, “Growing Up Male’;
next week we'll ask, “Do Fathers Rule?’; and following that we'll learn about “Men and Women
and Marriage”. This seriesisdesigned for men, and for the women who love them.

Since the beginning of what we call “the women’s movement”, women have been re-
defining what it means to be awoman. And in many placesthere’ s been an accompanying
confusion about what it meansto be aman. Robert Orben noted, "In 1492 Columbus set out for
the Orient and ended up in the Caribbean, and thus set a pattern that has continued for over 500
years. Men still won't ask for directions."

The vicar of one parish in England was awarding prizes at the local dog show, and was
scandalized by the dress of some younger members of the fair sex. "Look at that youngster,”
said he; "the one with the cropped hair, the cigarette and breeches, holding two pops. Isit aboy
or girl?" "A girl." said his companion. "She's my daughter." "My dear sir!" The vicar was
flustered. "Do forgive me. | would never have been so outspoken had | known you were her
father." "I'm not," said the other. "I'm her mother." Confusing days!

So in thisfirst message of this series, | thought we' d go back to the blueprint, and see if
our Maker has any ideas about growing up male. Let’s begin at the beginning, with God’s Word
in Genesis, the first book of the Hebrew Bible. Please open your Biblesto Genesis chapter 1.
I’m going to read verses 24 — 31. Listen for the Word of God TO US TODAY —men and
women—as | read these words aloud from Today’ s New International Version regarding the
“sixth day of creation”. [text]

Human beings come in two types—male, and female, and they are related; they are both
required to make up what it isto be human. Someone in the Friday Men’s Breakfast Bible Study
brought up that one definition of lifeis“the ability to reproduce”. You don’t have“life” if you
don’t have the ability to reproduce. Apparently, that’s God’s plan—both in providing male and
female humans, and in his command to be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth—one of the few
commands of God that we have carried out really well!

But there’s much more for usin this text than just reproduction. God created. God did it.
God created humankind, and the first thing to notice about that is that God creates people “in his
own image’. So there must be qualitiesin people that are analogous to qualities of God.

Humankind is the first order of creation that can communicate with God. Thisisabig
point being made here--the personal connection between God and humankind. As God
completes His work on this sixth day, he stands back and says of it, “It was very good.” For the
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earlier creation works, God said, “It was good.” This, is very good. “Nicework,” God
says, “evenif | do say so Myself.” The creation is complete, awork of art. Every month we
discover something new about creation—or a medical discovery about human life—that ought to
put usin awe every time, at God' s artistry. And humans have a specia placeinit, with God,
with its creator.

Now let’s listen again to part of the Bible that focuses on God's creation of the earth, in
Genesis, chapter 2, verses 15-24, again from Today’s New International Version. Listen again
for the Voice of God in these words. [text]

God takes the earthling, made of earth, and putsit into a special part of His creation, a
Garden in the East. Right away, the human is given ajob to do—take care of the garden. Thisis
different than the commands God issuesin Genesis 1, where the emphasisis on ruling over
creation. Here, the human isto tend and till creation, to work with it so that it bears fruit.
Wouldn't you say thisis a significantly different command? It seems to me the ecological
movement of the last 40 years has been an attempt to re-balance our skewed emphasis, bringing
God' s order on “ruling” creation back into balance with His command on “tending”.

Then God provides for the human, and sets limits. Professor Laurel Mellin of the USF
School of Medicine has done some good practical research to identify how to live agreat life.
She says we must learn two skills—how to nurture ourselves, and how to set limits for ourselves.
We must teach these skillsto our children, aswell. Hmm! Maybe she got her idea from God,
herein Genesis 2!

Then God says that a human is not complete without a partner. First, God calsal His
creatures to come by, and gives the human the privilege of naming the creatures. For the
Hebrew mind, thisis a huge thing; for to give something a nameisto set in place an identity, and
to claim power over the thing or person named. God shares His power with the human.

Thisisfine, but this naming does not solve the problem of incompleteness. So God goes
to work, and makes a woman to complete the man. Now they can be fruitful and multiply
humans, too. Of course, thisis a statement about men and women and marriage, which we'll
focus on in a couple of weeks. But for out topic today, we learn that men are to connect with
women, who are like them and yet also different. Lifeisto be apartnership. “Connection-in-
Relationship” is part of our nature, which Christians also understand to be part of God’s Nature.
That’s what our concept of the Trinity istrying to say, that God’ s very nature is relationship. We
read this back into the Genesis 1 story, when God says, “Let US make humansin our own
image.” Who isthe Creator talking to? Christians think it's God the Son and God the Holy
Spirit, al involved in creation.

Where arewe so far? God created humans. We are God' s best work. As men, we are to
work and produce fruit. God provides. God setslimits. Part of God's plan is relationship,
another way we (men and women) are created in God’ s image.

Now, watch what happens in this next reading, from Genesis, chapter 3. The beautiful
plan of God getstwisted. |I'm reading verses 1-19, again from Today’ s New International
Version. Listen again for God's Word to ustoday. [text]
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In the order of things here, Eve entersinto a conversation with alawyer—sorry, a
serpent—and she buys into the suspicion about God's motives behind His limits for humanity:
“God wants to keep you down.” She buysit, and she bitesit.

Now, where is Adam while thisis going on? He sright there, isn't he! After taking that
juicy bite, Eve hands the fruit to Adam, and he buys it and bitesit, too. Did you ever notice how
passive Adam is here? He says nothing. He does not object. He goesaong. Thiswas not good
then, and it’s not good now. But isn't that so often the way we men are—passive, harmless,
maybe helpful oncein awhileto lift heavy things?

In my thinking about “men”, I’ ve been helped by Christian author John Eldredge, and his
book, Wild at Heart. He mines this “treasury” (Scripture) for “the gold” about men. Eldredge
looks at Scripture, and every adventure story you've ever read, and notes that the man who is
“fully aman” has abattle to fight against areal enemy, a battle that requires craft and strategy
and courage and strength. A man who is fully aman also has “a beauty to win”. Men are to
have a great capacity to love, aswell asto fight. And men areto live an adventure. Life can be
full of adventure. On the other hand, Eldredge points to Adam'’s passivity here with “the test in
Eden” asthe male’soriginal sin, acolossal faillureto be fully aman. Eveisactive, Adamis
passive, and both of them (in their own ways) violate their most i mportant relationship by
excluding--breaking trust with--their Creator and Father.

What is the vision of “manhood” you seein the church at large, and OUR church?
Ronald Meredith, in his book "Hurryin' Big for Little Reasons’ describes one quiet night in early
spring: Suddenly out of the night came the sound of wild geese flying. He ran to the house to
tell everyone about it. What compares with wild geese flying across the moon? That might have
been the end of the event, except that he caught sight of hisfamily’s tame mallard ducks out on
the pond. Asthe geese passed over, the mallards heard the wild call they had once known. The
honking out of the night sent little arrows of prompting deep into their wild yesterdays. It stirred
them; they sat up; their wings fluttered just alittle. The urgeto fly - to take their place in the sky
for which God made them - was sounding in their feathered breasts, but they never raised from
the water or the land. The matter had been settled long ago. The corn of the barnyard was too
tempting! Now their desire to fly only made them uncomfortable.

A lot of churches are full of domesticated men. We've been tamed and trained. Only at
times like when we serve in the military are we alowed to be “dangerous’. We come home
from combat, and we' re supposed to put that away, and resume “normal life”. When was the last
time you heard a man in the church called, “wild”, or “dangerous’?

The Celts of Northwest Europe, like the Hebrews of the Bible, are earthy people, valuing
creation, looking for the Lord of Creation in al things. They think of the Holy Spirit of God as a
“wild goose” —uncontrolled, in the air, on the ground, calling to us. Women areto tend to
children most of all. 1t's men who are especially to respond to God's call of adventure, of a
greater love.

When we say men are to be “dangerous’, we don’t mean “violent”, but boundary-
crossing, adventuresome explorers, trailblazers, innovators. To me, the popularity of what we
call “extreme sports’ like BMX racing or Olympic trick snowboarding—or look at the popularity
of NASCAR!—is an attempt to reclaim the limit-pushing maleness that we have let modern life
drain from us.
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And can we talk about Jesus for aminute? How do you see Jesus—as meek and mild?
Or do you see him as a boundary-crossing rebel who was so dangerous that First Century
Israelites and Romans became friends for a moment, to cooperate in taking Jesusout. . . ? Ishe
the quiet saint, or the Lion of Judah?

Radical lovelet loosein the world is dangerous. Radical love works for justice, comes
alongside the poor and oppressed, and the powers that be will not ignore such a challenge.
Willingness to suffer pain for a great gain—that’s dangerous. Do we teach this Jesus to our
kids? Do our boys get a grasp on a God who will take huge risks to win the prize He' s after—
US? Would our kids grow up to love Jesus, not just believein him, if we leveled with them that
Jesus even makes us nervous, when he calls US to follow him? But when we do—when WE
take huge risks to win people with God—we are the most fulfilled we can be?

Men are created with huge potential, as are women. But as males, we too often go
passive. Jesus shows us a non-violent, radical, boundary-crossing manhood that feeds off his
relationship with God. Cutting ourselves off from the God who made us, we lose our center, we
become eccentric, we become ego-centric, we get |ost.

Jesus said heisthe Way, the Truth, and the Life. Heisthe Way to God, he tells the truth
about life, and with himis Life the way God created it to be, the way God created usto be.
“Rea men love Jesus’ alright—real men love him enough to follow him.

Ah, Men! Loved by God, lost without God, called again to Life in Jesus.
Ah-MEN!

[This sermon preached to the congregation of Auburn Presbyterian Church, Auburn, California
on June 10, 2007, by Rev. Kenneth B. Winter.]
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