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About 3 weeks ago | passed the mark of the ISngest amount of
time that | have ever been away from home in my life. It
coincided with a feeling that | am becoming mor e like myself
here in Lima. When | am in a new place | am often anxious
What does the term gnd insecure, trying to Pgure out how to act and communicate
OmissionsO mean to you? | ina dlffergnt cultural context, and | donCt always let my guard
would love to hear your down and just be me. But recently | am feeling mor e like
thoughts and opinions on it myself here in Lima, and able to be mor e naturalNto joke with
(positive and negative) as | my Peruvian friends the way | might with a gr oup of my
reRect on the church® friends back in the states, to skip around and act goofy, to be
understanding of mission. honest with them about how | am feeling, etc. | tr uly believe
Please send me an email that as God calls us to himself He is inviting us into a pr ocess
telling me what you think. of returning to our own tr uest selfNof over coming the
insecurities, wounds, and fears that separate us from the
identity God gave use before we were born, the identity as a
human being made in God® image, each with her or his own
unique expr ession, personality, talents and possibilities.

Please continue to pray for me in this pr ocess of Obecoming my tue self.O It is not easy and
sometimes | get discouraged. | often miss home and my community back in the states, and lose
sight of the joy that God called me to Peru with. | want instant gratibcation in all ar eas of my
life instead of living with patient endurance and gratitude.

What do you think?

The last few weeks have been full! Thank you for your prayers for the youth event on sexuality that we
had in February. We had a great turnout and it was the jumpstart for a series of activities and seminars that
we are doing with youth here in San Juan de Lurigancho. We just finished a course on Biblical
perspectives on gender, emphasizing gender equality and giving dignity to women in a ‘machistaQulture,
and during the whole month of April we have a course for “facilitators in sexual education” which will train
young adults to teach kids and adolescents in their churches and communities about sexual development
and a healthy perspective on sexuality. Please pray fora committed group of young adults to
participate in this course. We are continuing with our class on integral mission. Yesterday I taught about
“Oracion y Accion” (prayer and action) and how our prayers ought to move us inward to God’s heart and
outward to tackle the real concrete needs of a hurting world. I’'m taking on a more direct teaching role in
these different seminars, which has been a great challenge but has also really propelled me forward in my
level of responsibility here and helped me feel more confident with my Spanish.




Belw left and cenpdaying a game cafiad@®svittoyth at @&ceneminarRight: acting outensdm Gerngs

Remember how I told you I was helping do some fundraising for an upcoming conference in Uruguay?
Well, the conference is next week! I am leaving on a red-eye tonight and will be in Uruguay until April
14. Please pray forthis conference. There are about 80 young adults participating from 13 different
Latin American countries. They all have experience in ministries that have a holistic/social
perspective, and we will be sharing our experiences, hearing great speakers and seminars, praying and
playing together all week.

In other big news, on April 15 I am moving to a different part of
Lima. My current housemate Anna (pictured with me at leftis
getting married and moving out of Lima (sad for me, happy for
her), so I am also making a move and heading out to San Juan de
Lurigancho, the district that I spend most of my time working in.
It is a much less developed part of the city, and I am excited to

make it my home and be closer to the communities [ work with. I

will be living with my co-worker Laura. It’s going to be a definite
challenge to not live with an English speaker, but [ am really
looking forward to it. Mostly I am looking forward to not having to commute, being close to people and
churches I work with, and having more free time in my schedule. Please pray forme in my transition
to my new place.

Leepmg in touch

Since I am moving, the best place to send me mail (hint, hint) is my office:

Grace Michel

c/o Associacion Paz y Esperanza
Jr. Hermilio Valdizan 681

Jesus Maria

Lima-PERU

You can read my latest blog entry/reflection at www.gracemichel.wordpress.com
Email: grace.michel@gmail.com
Latin America Mission Website: https://www.lam.org/donate/missionary.php?misid=759510
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